IS    POLAND    LOST ?

ible  literary figures  all  of whom,   like  their

lecessors, placed their genius in the service of

national cause.  Prominent among them was

ia  Koonopnicka (1842-1910),   the  celebrated

ess, and the first to apply her Muse to the

>sure  of social  injustice.   Her  greatest  work

Pan Balcer, a fine interpretation of peasant

s that was held to be the equal of Pan Thaddeus,

uewicz's   masterpiece.   Other   notable   poets

Mme  Treszczowska,  Wysocki,  Wierzbicki,

je and others. The development of the novel

short story, particularly in Russian Poland,

;d the national cause by providing a substitute

11 the educational and intellectual opportunities

hich the Russian despotism had deprived the

le. A good short story was not only an enjoy-

literary product, but also a patriotic act. The

h  writers  of this  period  were  very widely

in foreign countries, most prominent among

being   Eliza    Orzeszkowa,    Boleslav   Prus

Henryfc    Sienkiewicz,     the     Nobel    Prize

sr.

e soldiers of the pen who contributed so
to the resurrection of Poland after the great
arere supported by other great warriors of
ntellect. There was Frederick Chopin, in
;ction with whom Schumann wrote:

If the Tsar had known what a strong enemy
had in Chopin's mazurkas, if he had recog-
:d in his music the "guns behind the
rers'% he would have banned them/